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Rule 9A. Civil Motions, MA R SUPER CT Rule 9A 

Massachusetts General Laws Annotated 

Rules of the Superior Court 

General Provisions 

(a) Motion Practice and Format of Papers.

Superior Court Rule 9A 

Rule 9A. Civil Motions 

Currentness 

(Applicable to civil cases) 

(1) Motions. A moving party must serve with the motion, which shall contain a request for a hearing (if desired), (1) a separate

memorandum stating the reasons, including supporting authorities, that the motion should be granted and (2) affidavits or

other exhibits evidencing facts on which the motion is based. These papers are referred to below as the "Motion Papers." The

moving party shall initiate a conference with the other parties for all dispositive and discovery motions subject to Rule 9C.

Motions for summary judgment must also comply with section (b)(5), below.

(2) Oppositions to Motions. A party opposing a motion may serve ( 1) a memorandum in opposition that includes a statement

of reasons, with supporting authorities, that the motion should not be allowed, together with a request for a hearing (if

desired) and (2) affidavits or other exhibits evidencing facts on which the opposition is based, as well as (3) any cross-motion

(including but not limited to a motion to strike) and (4) memorandum and affidavits supporting the cross-motion. These

papers are referred to below as the "Opposition."

(3) Reply/Opposition to Motion to Strike. The moving party may file a reply memorandum limited to matters raised in

the opposition that were not and could not reasonably have been anticipated and addressed in the moving party's initial

memorandum ("Reply"). The moving party may also file an opposition to any motion to strike or cross-motion. No other

reply or surreply submission shall be filed without leave of court, which will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.

(4) Facts Verified by Affidavit. The court need not consider any motion, opposition, or reply based on facts unless the facts

are verified by affidavit, are otherwise apparent in the record, or are agreed to in a writing signed by the interested parties

or their counsel.

(5) Format and Length of all Papers Except Exhibits. All papers addressed by this Rule 9A, except exhibits, must conform

to the following requirements:

(i) Paper size. Papers must be on 8 1/2" by 11" paper.
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